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loaded on board speedboats or motorized 
sampans during the small hours.

In October 2008, after an intensive two-
week investigation and surveillance operation 
customs officers broke a sophisticated syndicate 
that used powerful speedboats to smuggle 
high-value goods to the mainland. After the 
operation Thomas Lin Shun-yin, head of the 
Customs and Excise Departments Special Task 
Force described how the syndicate would first 
deliver the goods to a 24 hour public car park 
near Chek Lap Kok airport cargo terminal 
where they loaded onto delivery vans. These 
vans would then be driven to coastal areas such 
as Siu Wan Ho and an East Coast Road pier 
on Lantau Island where the goods would be 
transferred to speedboats. “They could empty 
boxes of goods from a fully laden van and load 
them onto speedboats in one minute,” he said.

“In order to meet the challenges 
posed by faster craft and to meet evolving 
operational priorities associated with the 
implementation of the ISPS Code, Marine 
Region has embarked on a new operating 
concept known as the “Versatile Maritime 
Policing Response. As a result, the Region 
is now deploying a leaner faster fleet of high 
performance but environmentally friendly 
patrol craft, which will be coordinated with 
new day/night cameras and existing radar 
systems through a Central Command System 
to create a faster more flexible response 
capability at reduced cost.”

With crime rates expected to rise as the 
financial downturn leads to more job losses 
throughout the Pearl River Delta area—“All 
kinds of illegal and criminal activities will 
continue to increase,” He Guangping, Deputy 
Head of the Guangdong Provincial Public 
Security Department, said at the Guangdong’s 
annual National People’s Congress session in 
February—these new anti-smuggling initiatives 
are likely to be thoroughly tested.

In summing up the role and future 
direction of policing Hong Kong’s waters, 
Senior Inspector Barton-Smith noted that, 
“The role of the Marine Police is subject to 
continual change and the Marine Region 
currently has wide ranging responsibilities, 
including preventing illegal immigration; 
maintaining the integrity of the sea boundary; 
search and rescue; providing a casualty 

Superintendent Wong urges the public to 
be involved and to get in touch if they suspect 
anything suspicious. “Give us information, 
we can’t do this without your eyes and ears,” 
he says. Police operations are increasingly 
intelligence led and the public plays a vital 
role in this process. Vessels are generally seven 
metres in length with twin 250 or more 
recently twin 300 horsepower engines, run 
without lights and have access to a road, where 
there will be a small light vehicle into which 
they will rapidly unload their contraband. 
Senior Inspector Barton-Smith says often the 
loaders will be seen checking out what they 
deem a suitable area where they can berth 
their vessel and get the payload off quickly. 
“Obviously the locations change frequently 
and Hong Kong has hundreds. Tai Tam, Sai 
Kung, even yacht clubs have been used." 

evacuation capability; preventing smuggling; 
prevention/detection of crime; assisting 
the Environmental Protection Department 
(EPD) in preventing the export of e-waste; 
assisting Port Health in preventing the spread 
of contagious diseases e.g. (bird flu (H5N1); 
assisting the Director of Marine Department 
in implementing the International Ship 
and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code and 
enhancing sea safety.”

The Marine Police also plays an important 
role in enforcing maritime regulations 
particularly those that impact on sea safety. 
Various initiatives by Marine Region have led 
to an enhanced overall strategy on sea-safety 
by the Hong Kong Government, including 
the creation of the ‘Safety Afloat’ committee, a 
multi-agency committee tasked with steering 
government policy to enhance the safety of the 
growing numbers of recreational sea-goers and 
which has directly resulted in a reduction in 
fatalities. In 2009 Marine Police saved 24 lives 
at sea and assisted a further 199 persons in 
difficulty in Hong Kong waters.  Te
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	We’ve had live cobras thrown on board, and 
once a monitor lizard 

4	 Electonic goods worth 
around HK$5 million  
are siezed

5	 Smuggled goods hidden 
in the rear of a container

6	 A Marine Region  
training exercise

4

5

6




